
The Motoring Organisations’ Land Access & 
Recreation Association (LARA) seeks to protect 
the interests of responsible motor vehicle users 
(both competitive and recreational) in the 
countryside. LARA is always ready to offer advice 
and information to vehicle users, landowners, 
National Parks, local authorities, Local Access 
Forums, and others with an interest in countryside 
access. We are often able to offer real solutions to 
access problems. There is normally no charge for 
this service. Contact LARA at admin@laragb.org

Some organisations regard private motor vehicles on 
unsurfaced public roads as unacceptable, and would like to 
see them restricted to major surfaced roads.

LARA believes that all users of the countryside can enjoy 
their pastime without upsetting others as long as we all 
exercise care and consideration.

This code of conduct is intended to help you gain the most 
from your recreation and to protect our future access to the 
countryside. If you want a ‘challenge’ then please join a 4x4 
motor club, a motorcycle club which promotes off-highway 
competitive events, or visit a 4x4 ‘pay and play’ site or M-X 
practice track.

LARA are members of the Sport and Recreation Alliance.

For further information and details of LARA’s member 
organisations please see www.laragb.org

❱❱ You have a legal right to use byways open to all traffi c 
(BOATs) and most unsealed unclassifi ed roads* (UURs).

❱❱ There are rights of way shown on old Ordnance Survey 
maps as roads used as public paths (RUPP), but these 
routes changed status following the Countryside and Rights 
of Way Act 2000.

❱❱ Check with the local highway authority as to the current 
status of former RUPP.

❱❱ Restricted byways are not open to the public with motor 
vehicles.

❱❱ Recent OS maps may show unclassifi ed roads as other 
routes with public access (ORPA) but do not assume that 
these, or any other minor road or track, has public vehicular 
rights.

❱❱ It is better to check the road’s status with the highway 
authority than risk prosecution.

❱❱ Advice may be available from local motor clubs.
❱❱ Some vehicular rights of way have been closed to motor 

vehicles by traffi c regulation orders (TRO). Where lawful 
traffi c signs are in place it is an offence to disregard them. 
Report drivers who ignore the signs to the police or 
highway authority.

* Also known as Unclassifi ed County Roads (UCRs) 
and Unsealed Unclassifi ed County Roads (UUCRs).

The LARA Green Road Code

What is LARA? Public Roads
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Drivers’ & Riders’ Green 
Road Code of Conduct
BE LEGAL:
use only public vehicular roads with 
known vehicular rights
❱❱ Know that not all green roads have vehicular rights. 
❱❱ Ask locally, or check with your local authority if the route or 

its status is not obvious on the ground.
❱❱ Observe lawful closure signage.
❱❱ Report any unlawful obstructions to the highway authority.
❱❱ Keep to the defi ned track - beyond the road there is no 

public right to drive on common land, moorland, sand 
dunes, or beaches.

❱❱ Ensure your vehicle and yourself are fully road-legal, green 
roads are subject to the same laws as tarmac roads.

BE WISE:
pay attention to the Four Ws
❱❱ Weather – Do not travel on unsealed roads when they 

risk surface impact beyond a point of natural recovery 
when the weather improves.

❱❱ Weight – Do not use roads which may be damaged by the 
wheel pressure applied by your vehicle.

❱❱ Width – Do not use roads that are too narrow for your 
vehicle. Avoid damage to trees, hedgerows and boundaries.

❱❱ Winches – The use of winches on public roads is 
inappropriate and should not be required.

BE ECO:
respect the countryside and observe 
the Countryside Code.
❱❱ Leave gates as you fi nd them and take care near livestock.
❱❱ Guard against all risks of fi re.
❱❱ Take your litter home and that left by others if you can 

– plastic bags can suffocate livestock if swallowed.
❱❱ Be aware that wildlife faces many threats and many species 

are in serious decline. Green roads are valuable habitats so 
avoid driving on the margins.

❱❱ Take special care in spring and early summer when 
breeding, migration and fl owering are at their height. 

BE GOOD:
an ambassador for motorists
❱❱ Make responsible motoring a form of quiet enjoyment of 

the countryside.
❱❱ Avoid disturbing the tranquillity of National Parks and 

peaceful areas of the countryside.
❱❱ Make as little noise as possible and aim to leave no trace.
❱❱ Expect to meet walkers, cyclists and horses being led, 

ridden, or pulling carts.  They have as much right to be 
there as you do and they should be respected, as you 
would wish to be respected by them.

❱❱ Take particular care with horses, children and dogs. Best 
practice is to stop your vehicle and engine to let others 
pass.

❱❱ Thank those who choose to give way to you and 
acknowledge others with a friendly smile  and wave.

❱❱ Travel at a quiet and unobtrusive pace of no more than 
20 mph according to conditions.

❱❱ Choose and use only tyres that are road-legal, not 
aggressive in appearance, and not destructive in use.

❱❱ Keep any groups small, with a suggested maximum of four 
4x4s, or six motorcycles.

❱❱ Be considerate of group sizes at meeting points or food 
stops.

❱❱ Remember that these routes are public roads, not 
moto-cross or safari courses. Use of roads by rallies, 
classic trials, etc., is governed within the law of the land by 
the requirements of the event authorising bodies 
(Motorsport UK, AMCA, ACU). 

❱❱ Only by working together can the various and different 
users ensure safe and trouble-free continuation of access 
to these routes.

This Code is revised and reissued periodically.
This version revised November 2024.
© LARA 2013-24
Contact us at admin@laragb.org
www.laragb.org
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